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oice From an Exchange Student
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I am writing the first lines while recalling the night at Noi
Bai International Airport 3 months ago when | had to say
goodbye to my family to start a new life for 1 year in Japan.
| still remember that right at the moment the flight started
taking off, | began crying because of thinking about living
alone thousand miles away from my parents, my whole
family, my Vietnamese friends and acquaintances. When |
reached Kansai International Airport, everything seemed to
be strange to me. | was really afraid that | couldn’t find the
way to Nara Women’s University as | can not speak Japa-
nese. Luckily, Japanese people there are very kind, they
helped me a lot such as buying the ticket, loading the lug-
gage onto the bus and so on. And that made me feel
better.

When | arrived in Nara, it was still raining but my first
impression about this was a pretty peaceful city. There are
no traffic jam, no fast walking people and no noisy sounds
like Hanoi. The atmosphere was comfortable and the peo-
ple were very kind. And | found that | have liked Nara right
from the first moments being here. With the help of my
advisor and two members of International Division in NWU,
| could quickly arrange everything for my daily life. | didn’t
expect that there were so many things that foreigners have
to do once arriving in Japan, for instance, applying for the
resident card and the insurances at the city hall, registering
for bank account, for the subjects at school, for the elec-
tricity and water at the dormitory and so on. However, with
the help of my tutor, | could complete all that must-do
things and finally called back to my family in Vietnam to say
“I' have safely come here and finished everything. Now, |
am ok and just start enjoying my new life as a Japanese
person”.

As time passed by, | can not believe that it has been
3 months since that very first day | came here. My life
has changed in many ways that | never thought before.
This is the first time that | have been abroad and lived
alone. | have to do all things by my self without the
supporting of my mother and my father like the time
before in Vietnam. Sometimes | felt lonely, blue and a
little bit homesick. However with the supporting of kind
teachers and students here, everything seems to be
easier for me.

At school, | have enrolled in some classes and most
of them are about Japanese language. At first, | just
thought that it was very difficult to understand teach-
ers and classmates as English was the only language
that | was able to use. But thank to the warmth and
enthusiasm of everyone, especially my teachers, |
found that learning Japanese is going to be more and
more interesting. Along with studying, | also attend
Jazzy club, where | can meet many people and started
learning how to play drum. | realize that NWU’s stu-
dent are very kind and open, not just difficult to access
like | ever thought before.

Now, | get used to my Japanese life in Nara. Looking
back to the first day coming here, | am still surprised
that it has been 3 months since then. That means | just
have 9 months left to live here. Sometimes | find that |
really love my life here and | feel afraid of leaving Japan
to come back to Vietnam. So | will try my best to enjoy
my life in the last 9 months here. | really hope that | will
have a chance to come back to Nara in the near future.
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