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Suicide trend in the post-war Japan and the relevant historical,

generational backgrounds

The socio-cultural backgrounds were analyzed in terms primarily of the

generational effects, upon the rapid upsurge of suicide rate observed around the years

of 1955 as well as since after the years of 1998. Among them, unachieved, uncontrolled

hopes and aspiration among the young stars in the former period and socially rejected

job careers and experience among the older adults in the latter period are considered

as primary contributing factors, or generational effects. Moreover, the three birth-

cohorts during 1925-1940 had consistently had decisive effects on suicide rates of

Japan since the World War 1 and therefore they are recognized literarily as "survivor

generation." Finally suggested was the shift from the generational to the historical

effects in understanding framework concerning the social backgrounds activating

suicides in the contemporary Japan.



